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UFOs Observer Still Behever
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-‘! Slnce his first “close emounter" with “an’

# inidentified nylng object Floyd Hallstrom of OX-
arg has remained slgad(as in hns belief lhat

ist." .

¥ Moreover, he sald “Anybody that knows me

!a s, ‘If F‘loydsayahehasseen it, he'sseenfit.’ ”'

3 'mnotatype persontostretchauory

: p"“l don’t know what this whole thing is nbout L

theremustbeareasonlor it,” he said.

Fi ‘1 know they re there. My MF quesuon W

- why?" he said. *‘Maybe some day I'll know.""

i Hallstrom, 63, 'has been retired for several

A 5 On Ncw ’Year’a Day 1978 ‘at 1235 p.m.,
.. Hallstrom  took off {rom Oxnard Alrport in

rs from Abex Corp.’ In Oxnard. He has more

Hallstrom saw

Cessna 170A following a friend, Jim Victor, who :
was flying his plane to San Diego where it would ' sald he knew it was some.
,be so;d ﬁaustrom was going along for the ride, -
ﬁpeak to bring his friend hack to Ox-L mwl rger, ap roaching at a lower level.

rd

Hmuwhat Hallstmmsaklhappened %

| At’1:07 p.m. Hallstrom called Victor on the

radlo to report he was seven miles behind him.
Hallstrom was flying at 7,500 feet above the™
district downtown Santa Monica. Vie- ;

or ‘was' at 7,700 ' het over Los Ansoku Interna-
tlonaerpo ‘ : ; :f l.000

locate his friend’s’ alrcra(t Hq obmmd a smog

» black sppt ln the sky and
hls thought it wa‘Vk:tor splane.

trom, in an lnt.ervlew u:ven years ago,
‘of alrcraft ap-

proaching him, so he kept'a watchiul eye as il

) form of an aircraft, but thére
T werenowtngson it,” Hallstmquld in that first

rview..
$ He ‘Initially’ concluded that it was a helicopter,
notlnl he had some experlemo }lyins hellcopters
his 30 years in tha Na

and father were pﬂg@

40 years of aviation experleue Bou) his

lnyoramboutowotee

'Oxnard Man Makes 2 Sighﬂng

Se/rm us UF

RS

D (ContinuedfromPagel) ;

As the craft proached off
Hallstrom’s left shoulder, about 30 to
. 40 degrees below, it took on the **full
__shape of a saucer,” he said. “I could
see the dome on it that looked like a
_half-sphere.” ;

‘Hallstrom, said ' there were po
or smoke or evidenoe ot

g ‘
admitted that his subconscious

recognized it as a flying saucer before
his: conscious recognized it — and it
startled him.

Hallstrom didn’t panic as the
su‘ange craft maneuvered 1,500 feet
* below him. Instead, he reached for a

m.;x of pag.er and began drawtnila_

of the strange craft
estimated the diameter of the. craft
Ygt30 feet, .

= Later, Hallstrom charted the flight |

. of-his small plane and that of the
UFO-and concluded that the rerl
“du which the UFO was in “‘|den-

fh e view" umwgassed only 25
seconds. He estimated his plane had
traveled. only 2% miles, while the
"UFO had traveled more than 12
miles. He based that conclusion on
his aircraft’s air of 136 miles
per hour and the 0’s estimated
speed of 650 miles per hour. = °

Hallstrom made several attempts
to confirm the sighting with official
sources such as the Federal Aviation
Administration and the Ontario Alr-

control tower. Rejected at near--

r)??very corner he turned, he admit-
ted that he began to develop self-
gubt about what he had experlenc-
In the weeks that folluwed he
. began to recount.what he had ex-
Bfnenced on tape, charts and maps

at he repared He sull has lhose
¢ pecords 2

A publlshed accounl of Hallstmm s
;experience .drew °considerabie in-
terest' from phenomena research
‘organizations. -And after one:two-

hour ln&erview with Hallstrom, one -

‘ofticial ‘declared that what
.Hallstrom recounted represented
“the best case I've ever'had in the
county. It's ws}l documented."” And
the interviewer concluded that
Hallstrom was t:iling the truth.

- It was pot the only UFO sighting
Hanstmm\vasw rience.

On July ‘4 of t. same year,
Hallstrom ‘was Jing with a friend,
Keith Sorenson of LaCanada.. It was
3:30 p.m., the sky was clear and the
two men bad been - airborne out of
Oxnard tor ahoul an hour, Hallstrom

The two nyers were netumlng in
their - small gdne and were just
south of the Saticoy Bridge across
Highway 118 flying at about 3,500
feet, he said.

Suddenly, Hallstrom spotted a
UFO at about 1,500 feet

“It was four feet in mameter with
.a dome on it,”” he said. “It was going
"900 mﬂqsap hour; It turned toward
Las“Pbsas Countr; lub and then it

et Ak sl

“came back, lt came malgm mwnm i
.’ :

m?‘l held m
gnv‘o." he sald

ﬂrewnt who prioe’
perience w

posmon and’ didn’t
“It weut Qver the

nk%:h allstram.
i, incident was m;‘epamd !o mm
mmem Rewa rﬂantu
lnSeatue, '
In May of 197‘.) twa of Hallstrom’s
nel rs told hlmthey had sighted
'] 'Q over his house while he was
out of town. They described it as 40
feet'in length. They are two e
who believed Halls{rom ta be
the truth, and were more eonvuu‘.es

followin thelr ex erience,
trom said. Rerianes:

N ;
Since 1979, however. there have

been 'no - further sightings by
Hallstrom * - - not -, man by
ang&m else, accommg tn UF&
peAn air tra(tic cortroller at Polm
Mugu paval complex; ‘re
spotted " something om - his radar

screen ‘‘about seven years ago,’’ ac-
ardlng to: Ray Lucasey, lic af-
rs
Lucasey recounzed the sketchy
detaus of the incident.

“He said a commercial aircraft had
taken off from Oxnard Ai rt when
the - air traffic contro ‘‘saw
something on his screen.’

The controller advised the pilot of
the commercial aircraft: “l have
something that looks like it ls com-
ing at’ you very . fast,” {
recalled. “He (the commercial pll
said ‘I seeit.’ "

The: controller turned up the sen
sitivity on his radar screen to
better look at me object but it had
vanished.

~““That’s the only thing that had
anything to do with UFOs in our log
ook in years," Lucasey said.

What has followed in the last six ta
seven years is a marked decline it
the number of reported sightings.
UFO expsrtg contend the decline, in

rt, is dus io such movies as “Close

ncounters of the Third Kind’ and

“Star'Wars.” The e who have
allegedly spotted UFOs are reluctant
to report them because of the

negative impact mat likely would
(01 ow.
-+“It's an established fact that most:
people are’unprepared to make ag:
accurate- rt * about " something
they ‘see in sky ‘at night,” 5a|d

-Alvin- Lawson, wha operates the

UbOReponCenteranrsngeConn

ty.

Lawson has used the debate over
UFOs in his class on critical think-
ing at California State University at
Long Beach.

“T think there is a lot going on up
there that we don't understand,” he
said. “I don’t be,'!ieve we are being
visited, but I “#ink -people are:
[)ercewmg somel.n.ng It is very like- i
y a psychological matter."

BT v’ap

OS fUdlzes“,

a T tqurcalh.perday

tg’ this ex- ©

& skeptie of UFU pro-
y ehanged his mind, -

9He “lSoreason) was nQ lqnmr w
said.. 3

| ma)ge melr repons “u\ the

'lhe late 1970s

““Lawson ‘said * that

’Lawsons view, is il

TCITIEET R

;_,Urged

Lawson “Sald “when - he ﬂrst
established the hotline about 11:
years ago-he was receiving about 500 1
calls per year, someumes three to.

Today,hgasd‘h‘gug‘ne cali‘e;eives ar;gm
ative many
pranl;sters. and ‘some i from ‘people:
do" not wxsh to leave theu‘
nam&s. hesaid. < - :
"Lawson contends that most people
who -are unprepared to .accurately
report what they see, because iy
are uneducated toward the stars and
the various Ug!us in the sky, tend to g

tive of contempe r;fst:lm\cei i '
‘A it was ao
M now t‘& m!m

rulrial vtslmn,‘ hasaid. ‘

“Bug aecuratel
ur‘o

what uu- | lmes t
« Lawsen . nld m
sn?hters
le “:mﬂmnthm h nmnm
m m
ing. Tha
awson’ sald there are two
_phenomena that warrant serious
‘research. One is the fact the ‘‘wave®’
of UFQ sightings tend to occur about
every five ns'eaxs. starting back in
1947 Second is. the origin of what
::ﬁ;wedpeoplemdmmey sav 9

*It’s yery similar to a religlous or
pear-deatn experience,” * Lawson
sald of those who claim to have spot,
ted UFQOs. But, he added, “People
{uwe no ready way of WSP‘”'K“B; to

Lawson said the release of such
movies as “Close Encounters™ is a
llkely source of .t mgaeﬂng a "new

ll !or

E;

Lawson is critical of the news
media- for -its : freatmen) .of such
events. .

“It’s treated like a day al tbq :

z00,"* he said. -

What are needed, he saxd are
“‘good  reports” followed by . good
research. 3

“We need serious, objecﬂve m-
yestigatiou," he said..
“Close En-
counters’ director Steven Syeﬂbex(-)’
used “about a dozen items
UFO literature in his hit movie. - i ¢

“““The truth is' murdered by both :
xldmtosomedegree " he said. t e

The ~country’s bureaucracy. m

%ﬂﬁ“ o~
deallng with the possibili at ,
t should UFQ proponents be
ret_t

“There have:been a lot of horror
stories, but officially. there @tz no
UFOs, " he said.

‘“‘Evidence for mteres(mg
il;enomena is being- destroyed,’
wson said.

For now, Lawson said, I think it -
is about time for a wave.”

Lawson has no timetabie, although
he admits the five-year cycle is a lit-
tle behind schedule. But, he conclud-
ed “ltc.ould nappen wmorrow " ke



